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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 4, 6-10, and 12-13. 

1 . (Original) A compound of the formula (I) 




<"). 



in which 

r 1 represents methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl. hydroxy), methylsulfonyl. 
ethylsulfonyl, phenylsulfonyl, p-methylphenylsulfonyl, or ben2yl that is 
optionally substituted by halogen, nitro, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, or Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, 

R* represents Ci-C4-alkyl, hydroxyl, methylsulfonyl, ethylsulfonyl, 

phenylsulfonyl. p-methylphenylsulfonyl, phenyl that is optionally substituted by 
halogen, N0 2 , d-C 4 -alkyl, d-d-halogenoalkyl, Ci-Cralkylsulfonyl, C r d- 
alkoxy, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkoxy, Ci-C 4 -slkoxycarbonyl. Ci-C 4 - 
halogenoalkoxycarbonyl, Ci-C 4 -alkylcarbonyloxy, or d-C 4 - 
halogenoalkylcarbonyloxy, benzyl that is optionally substituted by halogen, 
nitro, C r C 4 -alkyl. <> r Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, or pyrrolyl, thienyl, naphthyl, or 
benzothiophenyl, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, d-C 4 - 
alkyl, or Ci-d-halogenoalkyi, 

R 3 represents hydrogen, methyl, or ethyl, or 

R 2 and R 3 together represent -(CH 2 ) n - that is optionally substituted by halogen, N0 2 , 
carboxyl, carbonyl, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkyl, d-d-alkoxy, or C r C 4 - 
halogenoalkoxy or the optionally halogen-, N0 2 -. Ci-C 4 -alkyl- Ci-C 4 - 
halogenoalkyl-. Ci-C 4 -alkoxy-, or Ci-d-halogenoalkoxy-substituted groups 

having the formulas 
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where the arrows mark the points of linkage to the thiazole ring, and 
n represents 3, 4 or 5, 
r 4 represents bromine or chlorine, and 

X- represents chloride, bromide, iodide, hydrogen sulfate. % equivalent of 
sulfate, sulfate, haxachloroantimonate, methanesulfonate. 
trlfluoromethanesulfonate, p-toluenesutfonate, tetrafluoroborate, 
tetraphenylborate, or hexafluorophosphate, 
excluding the compounds 2-bromo-3-ethyM-methylthlazolium tetrafluoroborate and 
2-bromo-3-ethyl-*-methyHhiazolium hexachloroantimonate. 2-chloro-3-ethyl-4- 
methylthiazolium tetrafluoroborate and 2-chloro-3-ethyl^methylthiazollum 
hexachloroantimonate, 2-bromo-3-memyl-4-phenylthiazolium tetrafluoroborate, 
2-chloro-3-ethyl-4,5-dimethy«hiazolium tetrafluoroborate, and 2-chloro-3,4- 

dimethylthiazolium tetrafluoroborate. 

2. (Original) A compound of the formula (I) according to Claim 1 wherein 

R 1 represents methyl, ethyl, n-propyl. hydroxy!, methylsulfonyl, ethylsulfonyl, or 
benzyl that is optionally substituted by fluorine and/or chlorine, methyl, ethyl, 
n- or i-propyl, trifluoromethyl, methoxy, ethoxy, or n- or i-propoxy, 

R 2 represents methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl. sec-butyl, isobutyl. or 
benzyl or phenyl that is optionally substituted by fluorine and/or chlorine, 
methyl, ethyl, n- or i-propyl, methoxy. ethoxy. or n- or i-propoxy, 

R 3 represents hydrogen or methyl, or 

R 2 and R 3 together represent -(CH2V substituted by fluorine and/or chlorine, methyl, 
ethyl, trifluoromethyl, methoxy, ethoxy, or carbonyl or the groups having the 
formulas 





, and 



n represents 3 or 4, 
R 4 represents bromine, and 
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X- represents bromide, % equivalent of sulfate, sulfate, SbChf, mesylate, triflate, 
tosylate, tetrafluoroborate. tetraphenylborate, or hexafluorophosphate. 

3. (Original) A compound of the formula (I) according to Claim 1 wherein 
R 1 represents methyl, ethyl, methylsulfonyl, ethylsulfonyl, or benzyl that Is 

optionally substituted by fluorine and/or chlorine, 
R 2 represents methyl, ethyl, n-prapyl, n-butyl, or phenyl that is optionally 

substituted by fluorine and/or chlorine, methyl, or ethyt, 
R 3 represents hydrogen, or 

R 2 and R 3 together represent -<CH 2 V that is optionally substituted by fluorine and/or 

chlorine, methyl, ethyl, or carbonyl, and 
X- represents bromide, % equivalent of sulfate, sulfate, or tetrafluoroborate. 

4. Cancelled 

5. (Original) A compound of the formula (I) according to Claim 1 wherein 

r4 represents bromine. 
6-10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Original) A compound of the formula (I-2) 



(••2). 



R 



in which 

R 1 represents methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl. hydroxyl, methylsulfonyl, 
ethylsulfonyl, phenylsulfonyl, p-methylphenylsulfonyl, or benzyl that Is 
optionally substituted by halogen, nitro, d-C 4 -alkyl, or Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, 

R* represents Ci -C4-alkyl. hydroxy!, methylsulfonyl, ethylsulfonyl, 

phenylsulfonyl. p-methylphenylsulfonyl, phenyl that is optionally substituted by 
halogen. N0 2 , d-Oralkyi, C,-C 4 -halogenoalkyl. Ci-C 4 -alkylsulfonyl. C r C 4 - 
alkoxy, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkoxy, Ci-C 4 -alkoxycarbonyl, Ci-C 4 -halogeno- 
alkoxycarbonyl, Ci-C 4 -alkylcarbonyloxy. or Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkylcarbonyloxy, 
benzyl that is optionally substituted by halogen, nitro, d-Cralkyl, orCi-C 4 - 
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alkoxy, or pyirolyl, thienvl, naphthyl, or benzothiophenyl. each of which is 
optionally substituted by halogen, Ci-C 4 -alky1. or d-Orhatogenoalkyl, 
R 3 represents hydrogen, methyl, or ethyl, or 

R 2 and R 3 together represent -(CH 2 )n- that is optionally substituted by halogen, NO z , 
carboxyl. carbonyl. d-d-alkyl, d-04-halogenoalkyl. CrC 4 -alkoxy, or d-d- 
halogenoalkoxy or the optionally halogen-. NOr. d-d-alkyh d-d- 
halogenoalkyl-, d~d-alkoxy-, or d-d-halogenoalkoxy-substituted groups 
having the formulas 






where the arrows mark the points of linkage to the thiazole ring, and 
n represents 3. 4 or 5, 
R 4 represents bromine or chlorine, and 

X- represents tetrafluoroborate, tetraphenylborate, or hexafluorophosphate, 
with the exception of compounds in which R 4 represents bromine and R 2 represents 
CH a when R» represents hydrogen or CH 3 ; in which R 4 represents chlorine and R 2 
represents CH 3 when R 3 represents hydrogen; and in which R 4 represents bromine 
and R 2 represents ethyl when R a represents hydrogen. 
12-13. (Cancelled) 
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